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FREIGHTER
DELIVERIES

EXPRESS AND
REGIONAL TRAFFIC 
WILL BOOST THE 
SMALL AND MID 
SIZE MARKET

BELLY
CAPACITY WILL 
DRAMATICALLY 
IMPACT LARGE 
FREIGHTER
PROSPECTS

FREIGHT FORECAST 2014

•  After having stagnated for almost three years, the air freight industry 

resumed its progress in 2014 by posting  4.6% growth compared to 

2013

•  In the summer of 2014, total air freight traffic surpassed the peak it 

reached in 2011

•  Air freight is forecast to grow at 4.4% over the next 20 years. This will be 

largely driven by emerging markets where both general and express 

cargo are expected to continue to expand

•  Just over 50% of the cargo traffic in 2014 was transported in the “belly” 

hold of passenger aircraft, that is in the space below the main deck 

where passenger luggage is also stowed

•  Due to the addition of more cargo capable passenger aircraft, the 

market share for belly capacity is expected to continue to grow in the 

future, especially on inter-continental traffic
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FREIGHTER DELIVERIES 
OVER THE NEXT 20 YEARS
Source: Airbus GMF 2015
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THE FUTURE FREIGHTER FLEET 
DISTRIBUTION WILL REFLECT THE 
GROWING INFLUENCE OF EMERGING MARKETS
Sources: Airbus GMF 2014, ASCEND

 The North American fleet is  
 mainly a replacement market 

 The Asia-Pacific fleet is set 
 to triple as a growth market 

 World fleet 

2015
1,633

2034
2,687

Flying by Numbers084 085Flying by Numbers



THREE KEY FUTURE TRENDS FOR 
THE CARGO INDUSTRY:

•   Express will continue to develop more rapidly than 

general cargo, this driven by both international traf-

fic and domestic and regional traffic in emerging 

regions such as China and South East Asia

•  Medium haul regional traffic will surge with the 

development of cargo networks in regions such as 

intra-Asia, within Africa and Latin America. This will 

drive the need for mid-sized freighter aircraft

•  Belly capacity will continue to grow especially on 

long haul routes where new cargo friendly pas-

senger wide-bodies are expected to progressively 

replace large freighters thanks to very competitive 

economics
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Summary & 
methodology



Africa 
 Asia-
Pacific 

CIS Europe 
 Lat. &
Caribb.

 Middle 
East 

 North 
America 

20 year 
new 

deliveries 

Single-Aisle 834  8,329 1,101 5,052 1,992 886 4,733 22,927

Small  
Twin-Aisle

194 2,554 138 787  382 547 582  5,184 

Intermediate 
Twin-Aisle

58  1,089 25 370  108 551 194  2,395 

Very Large 
Aircraft

31 624 24 156 28 377 35  1,275 

TOTAL 1,117 12,596 1,288 6,365 2,510 2,361 5,544 31,781

Africa 
 Asia-
Pacific 

CIS Europe 
 Lat. &
Caribb. 

 Middle 
East 

 North 
America 

20 year 
new 

deliveries 

Single-Aisle 834  8,329 1,101 5,052 1,992 886 4,733 22,927

Small  
Twin-Aisle

198 2,579 140 796 389 552 718 5,372

Intermediate 
Twin-Aisle

62 1,179 39 413 132 596 314 2,734

Very Large 
Aircraft

36 726 32 192 29 423 113 1,550

TOTAL 1,130 12,813 1,312 6,453 2,542 2,457 5,878 32,585

Africa 
 Asia-
Pacific 

CIS Europe 
 Lat. &
Caribb. 

 Middle 
East 

 North 
America 

20 year new 
deliveries

Small -  - - - - - - -

Mid-size 6  72 13  37  31 30 223  412 

Large 7 145 11 51 1 66 111 392

TOTAL 13 217 24 88 32 96 334 804

NEW PASSENGER AIRCRAFT DELIVERIES BY REGION

SUMMARY RESULTS

NEW PASSENGER & FREIGHT AIRCRAFT DELIVERIES BY REGIONNEW FREIGHT AIRCRAFT DELIVERIES BY REGION

Africa 
 Asia-
Pacific 

CIS Europe 
 Lat. &
Caribb. 

 Middle 
East 

 North 
America 

20 year new 
deliveries 

Small 38 319 8 81 84 5 74 609

Mid-size 24 113 22 122 37 25 375 718

Large 10 77 14 28 - 19 77 225

TOTAL 72 509 44 231 121 49 526 1,552

CONVERTED FREIGHT AIRCRAFT DELIVERIES BY REGION

Passenger aircraft ≥100 seats and freight aircraft ≥10 tons
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SAFE HARBOUR STATEMENT 

Disclaimer
This presentation includes forward-looking 
statements. Words such as anticipates, 
believes, estimates, expects, intends, 
plans, projects, may, forecast  and similar 
expressions are used to identify these 
forward-looking statements. Examples 
of forward-looking statements include 
statements made about strategy, ramp-
up and delivery schedules, introduction 
of new products and services and market 
expectations, as well as statements 
regarding future performance and outlook. 
By their nature, forward-looking statements 
involve risk and uncertainty because they 
relate to future events and circumstances 
and there are many factors that could cause 
actual results and developments to differ 
materially from those expressed or implied 
by these forward-looking statements.

These factors include but are not limited to:

•   Changes in general economic, political 
or market conditions, including the cy-
clical nature of some of Airbus Group 
businesses;

•   Significant disruptions in air travel (inclu-
ding as a result of terrorist attacks);

•   Currency exchange rate fluctuations, in 
particular between the Euro and the U.S. 
dollar;

•   The successful execution of internal per-
formance plans, including cost reduction 
and productivity efforts;

•   Product performance risks, as well as pro-
gramme development and management 
risks;

•   Customer, supplier and subcontractor 
performance or contract negotiations, 
including financing issues;

•   Competition and consolidation in the ae-
rospace and defence industry;

•   Significant collective bargaining labour 
disputes;

•   The outcome of political and legal pro-
cesses, including the availability of govern-
ment financing for certain programmes 
and the size of defence and space procu-
rement budgets;

•   Research and development costs in 
connection with new products;

•   Legal, financial and governmental risks 
related to international transactions;

•   Legal and investigatory proceedings and 
other economic, political and technologi-
cal risks and uncertainties.

Any forward-looking statement contained in 
this presentation/publication speaks as of the 
date of this presentation/publication release. 
Airbus Group undertakes no obligation to 
publicly revise or update any forward-looking 
statements in light of new information, future 
events or otherwise.
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